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Letter from the President

Dr. Yilin Sun

Dear WAESOL Members and
Friends,

By the time you receive this
newsletter, it will be TESOL 2007

Convention time. It has been nine

years since the TESOL 1998
Convention was held in Seattle.

Your WAESOL Board is very excited
and working hard to get ready for
this important international event

which is taking place from March
20" to March 24, 2007, at the
Washington State Convention
Center in downtown Seattle.

The TESOL 2007 Convention

Planning Committee has organized

a great week for you with many

well-known plenary speakers and
informative sessions and hot topics.

Come and meet prestigious

scholars and educators from around
the world, learn innovative research

and teaching ideas, and network

with international TESOL educators.
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Please don’t miss out on the
Pre-and Post Convention
Institute Events as the
ticketed tours are going fast
since they are sold on a first
come, first serve, basis.

This year, TESOL offers a one-
day pass for teachers who
cannot attend conference for
all four days. The rate for a
member is $145 and a non-
member’s is $175. Please
take advantage of this
opportunity, tell your
colleagues and friends and
come to the convention
center to get your one-day
pass starting on Wednesday,
March 21. For more
information, please check the
TESOL website at

www.tesol.org or the
WAESOL website at

www.waesol.org.

During the convention, you
will also get a chance to enjoy
local artist performances that
your WAESOL Board has
organized for you and the
international participants.

Regarding The TESOL 2007
Convention : Your Planning
Team has also prepared a
quick FAQ information sheet
for you to use during the
convention along with
downtown Seattle Ride Free
Bus information and

inexpensive hotel links. Please
locate these in this newsletter
or on the WAESOL website at
www.waesol.org. We hope the
information will be helpful to
you.

In this issue of the newsletter,
you’ll also find tips and
strategies on how to get most
of what you need to avoid
‘conference burn out’ and
information overload.

Your WAESOL 2007 Board is
here to serve you, and we are
doing our very best to make
your experience of TESOL 2007
a success. Please let us know if
you have ideas to share or
questions to ask. We'll do our
best to help you and make
WAESOL a truly professional
and strong organization to
serve our students, our
community and our profession.
We're looking forward to
meeting you all at TESOL 2007
Convention!

Yilin is a tenured faculty
member in the Basic Studies
Division at Seattle Central
Community College, which
houses one of the largest ESL
programs in the state of
Washington.


http://www.tesol.org/
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Diana Casey

Dear Friends and Colleagues of WAESOL,

Here we are with the TESOL Convention just around the
corner! We hope you find this special issue of the newsletter
packed with the information you will need to take advantage
of the conference to the fullest extent. The information we
received from the member survey was especially helpful in
formulating some of the tips and aids for you to enjoy
and best utilize the offerings of the Seattle happening. Also,
Shawna and | are trying to formulate a new direction for our
professional paper, and all of your contributions are
tremendously helpful in this endeavor. | am sure you will find
this special edition useful in the coming week .Keep it at hand
for guidance and advice, especially the FAQ section for any
problems you may encounter. Also, please get more feedback
to us regarding the initial column, "Ask...Each Other" so we
will know whether this can be used as a vehicle for members
to talk to each other through the newsletter. In addition, in
future issues we want to print 'pull-out' pieces that could be
used as- is for classroom handouts. Any suggestions along
these lines would be appreciated. Please call or e-mail if you
have anything you may wish to distribute at the upcoming
convention. We will see you very soon in the Emerald City for
TESOL!

Diana Casey, editor
dcasey@pierce.ctc.edu

(253) 964-6246
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Meet your incoming newsletter staff!

Editor: Diana Casey, M.A. has taught English, Adult Basic Education,
ESL, Latin and French at high school, college and university levels since
1971 when she began her career in education . She has been teaching
for Pierce College fulltime since 1990 in the Intensive English Progarm of
International Education..Diana has lived and taught overseas in
Germany and Mexico as well. This is her first year on the WAESOL Board.

9 R A (ngidddxra Shawna Shapiro has taught English, ESOL, Social
Studies, and Spanish at middle school, high school, and university levels,
and also facilitates training at several Seattle locations. She is currently
finishing a PhD in Language/Rhetoric at the University of Washington,
specializing in academic literacy.
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The WAESOL newsletter needs a new
name! 4 N VD S GEowlaboGtat
CONTESTo get some submissions for
a catchy title wort hy of our
membership?

We do not have a monthlong trip to
an exotic place for the prize, but
something fun and usefu/ will be given

to the person who comes up with a

novel, representative appellation for
our professional paper. After we
receive them, we will put out all
submissions for a vote, so you will
have input even if you do not have
your own idea.

Send a good name for the WAESOL
newsletter to Diana -

DCasey@pierce.ctc.ediby May 15, and

let us select the best one before the
next issue.



mailto:DCasey@pierce.ctc.edu
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In this new feature, we ask members for input and advice on common questions (via online surveys) and compile the
answers into a short article. Wehopel Kl G UKA&a 2FFSNRA YSYOSNR | ¢glée a2
Please feel free to send future questions and comments to Shawna Shapiro- shapis@u.washington.edu

This week, since many of us will be attending (and perhaps presenting at) the TESOL convention, we thought we'd find
out a bit about your experiences with large conferences. We were particularly interested in hearing if you have advice
or strategies for making the most of this exciting event.

When asked what you like about this sorts of event, many of you indicated a tendency to 'think big'—you are inspired by
internationally-renowned speakers and draw tremendous energy from the global scope of this conference. As one
respondent put it, “l enjoy the excitement and sense of a professional community. It can be energizing.” Some of you
mentioned the opportunities for networking on both professional and personal levels. For many of you, TESOL is a
‘reunion’ with current and former friends, classmates, and colleagues. A few of you, however, expressed a clear
preference for smaller conferences because of the opportunity to engage on a deeper level with other participants.
(Note: That's one reason we are still having a WAESOL conference this year, despite the fact that many of those planning
that event are also working hard on TESOL. We like that our local branch has its own ‘flavor’!).

In discussing the types of sessions we tend to enjoy the most, survey responses highlighted practicality and variety.
Many of you look for new ideas for classroom use, but are also interested in tying theory to those practices. It is quite
clear as well that as teachers, we prefer strong pedagogical practices on the part of presenters: If they’re going to talk
to us about teaching, we’d like them to model effective teaching strategies in their presentation itself. As one
respondent explained, “I enjoy presentations that have visual[s], handouts, clear explanations and examples, and facts.
Or at least hands on research.” Another respondent made a similar remark: “I like lectures, but appreciate when given
the chance to do small group activities with other participants in a class.” In other words, just as we seek ways to enact a
student-centered pedagogy in our own classes, we like to see this pedagogy modeled in conference presentations.

In response to the ‘burnout’ question, the majority of you had indeed experienced this phenomenon, and offered strong
suggestions for avoiding it. One common piece of advice involved a change of scene; many of you use publishers’
exhibits, poster sessions, and off-site field trips as a form of mental refreshment. Some of you also reminded us that
“It's helpful to coordinate with others to share handouts and discuss sessions afterward to ‘cover more ground.”” In
other words, two sets of eyes and ears are better than one, since each of us can only be in one place at a time. Our
colleagues, then, can be our ‘informants’ from other sessions.

P o s

* Olt's helpful to coordinate with others I
Central to these strategies is the need to plan ahead, prioritizing I 0 share handouts and discuss sessions 1
time spent at the conference, using the conference program and your I afterward to 6cover mo;
previous experience to help navigate the numerous possibilities offered R R R

during each time slot. Another worthy piece of advice is to “scan for presentation[s] on topics of interest. Note that
there are often similar presentations. Where those conflict with another session you'd like to attend, cross them off your
list.”

Perhaps the most important piece of advice given by our colleagues could be summed up by the Greek aphorism, “Know
thyself.” As one respondent explained, “After so many years of teaching, I've realized there's always something new to
learn but maybe not at that moment...” Another wisely warns us, “Don't go to everything! Select the most appealing,



mailto:shapis@u.washington.edu
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Ask Each Other...cont’d ?

and stop...” One respondent told us of a personal strategy of avoiding larger talks because, “I can read what they have
to say. | would rather learn new teaching techniques and get new ideas to use in the classroom.” Interestingly, a
contrasting comment from another respondent said just the opposite—preferring plenary talk to smaller presentation.
This seems to corroborate a more general recommendation to “make a good strategy and stick to it.” Presenters at the
conference, particularly later in the day, would be wise to consider this member’s advice for how to help their audience
members stay engaged: “One source of avoiding burnout is to allow listeners to share info, and not just take it in,
otherwise it becomes meaningless.”

What was most evident from responses about conference experiences is that at the core of our profession is a desire to
learn and grow as educators, as social activists, and as scholars. Perhaps the opportunity to learn from our colleagues is,
in itself, the most valuable benefit of attending conferences. If only for a few days, we have the opportunity to re-
kindle, re-fuel, and re-mind ourselves of our own passion for learning. And it is this passion that we carry with us into
the classroom. For as the Chinese proverb tells us, “Learning is a treasure that will follow its owner everywhere.”

Happy ‘Treasure Hunting’ at TESOL 2007!
We hope you'll ‘share the wealth’ with us in future issues of the WAESOL newsletter.
If you have a question or comment for AskX Each Other, please email shapis@u.washington.edu.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQs)

Where can | register? The Registration Area is located on the 4™ level of the convention center.

Where can | purchase a ticket for a PCl, Energy Break, or tour? You may purchase tickets to PCls and Energy Breaks at the Ticket Sales
counter in the Registration Area, 4™ level, WSCC. You may purchase tickets for tours from the Seattle Hospitality Tour Desk in the
Registration Area.

Where can | leave a message for an attendee? TESOL will be utilizing i-Communicate, which is a unique communication system designed
to facilitate interaction among attendees before and during the event. Attendees can access i-Communicate by visiting the two Cyber

Cafes, located between aisles 400 & 500 and 1300 & 1400 aisles in exhibit hall of the WSCC.

Where is the Exhibit Hall? The Exhibit Hall is located in Halls 4A and 4V, WSCC. The hall is open Wednesday — Friday 10am -6pm and
Saturday 10am -2pm. You need to show your badge before you can get in.

Where is the Job Marketplace? Itis located in Hall 4B next to the exhibit area. You need to show your badge.

Where can | have handouts made? The Sacksitters’ counter located in registration area or the FedEx kinkos on the first floor of the
WSCC. Individuals will incur charges for any copies at either FedEx kinkos or Sacksitters.

a@ | dzRA2 @A adz f S| inhatdWoSlyldo? Aed a/Pfdjéctiof R2oNeRedtafiva i room 401.

| need to rent an overhead projector, slide projector, VCR, or computer. Overhead Projectors, LCDs, Screens, Microphones and Lecterns
(unless the room is too small for a lectern) are provided in every session room; all other A/V is rented through Projection and can be
ordered at room 401. Individuals will incur charges for any additional equipment not provided in each session room.

| have a friend with me who wants to attend my session. How can he/she get a badge? Is there a fee?
They would have to buy a one day pass for any session cost is $145 for members and $175 for non-members.

These and many more FAQs can be found at http://www.tesol.org/



mailto:shapis@u.washington.edu
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Spotlights
In this portion of the newsletter, our members share about the programs and institutions in which they work.
If you would like to contribute to Spotlights, please email Diana Casey at DCasey@pierce.ctc.edu

S
i

The English Language Fellow Program: A Profile
by Wendy Asplin and Jennifer Granger

There are a lot of qualities that are important to those who choose the English Language Fellows. Among others factors, they are
looking for self-starters who are adaptable to new situations, and maybe even those who are able to work with ambiguity. Jennifer
Granger, a recently returned Fellow from China, is a model of these qualities.

Jennifer and | have recently spent a lot of time together, recruiting for next year’s crop of fellows at ESL conferences throughout
several states in the Northwest. | have learned a great deal from listening to her talk about her two years in China, almost as much
as | learned from the administrators at Georgetown or the folks at the Dept. of State. She talks about days that weren’t always easy
(the cold, for starters) but were always rewarding.

What she left behind is probably most important to her. She organized two major provincial conferences and left an infrastructure
for her Chinese colleagues to carry on the project when she left. She was thrilled to know that the curriculum that she had
developed around The West Wing is still in use at the university where she taught.

Not a small thing, she came home debt free, paying off her student loans, with enough money left to attend a professional
conference in Mexico and even take some personal time.

She first heard about the English Language Fellow Program just after she graduated from the MATESL program at the UW. “l came
across it at TESOL. | realized it was an honor, as it was an official position, but | was also free to be who | am.” And Jennifer is a hard-
working, energetic teacher with enough of a sense of humor to deal with the challenges of working in a sometimes frustrating and
confusing environment. About her own growth, she discovered that she was effective at teacher training, and she surprised herself
when she turned out to like organizing conferences.

| recently asked her where she would go if she could do another fellowship. “Mexico,” she replied without hesitation. “I’'ve been
traveling to Mexico a lot recently, after | fell in love with the country when | went there for a conference.

I’m doing a little consulting there now, but I think I'm ready to re-establish myself in Seattle.” o realized it was an
For more information:-about applying, contact Wendy Asplin at For more information honor, as it was an official
about applying, contact Wendy Asplin at uwelf@u.washington.edu or visit http://elf.georgetown.edu/. position, but | was also
For information about the EL Fellow experience, contact Jennifer Granger at TNBS U2 0S
linyueru@u.washington.edu.  Applications are being accepted until April 15. -Jennifer Granger

Intensive American Language Center at WSU
by Elena Smith

| have been working at the Intensive American Language Center (IALC) at Washington State University in Pullman for seven
years. It is an academic program for undergraduate and graduate students from all over the world: Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Colombia,
Italy, Japan, South Korea, Vietnam, Taiwan, China, Thailand, Mexico, Argentina, Brazil, Germany, Ukraine, Russia, Uzbekistan, Turkey
and others.  This intensive program offers six levels of English. Each regular level includes eighteen mandatory hours of English
per week: Listening/Speaking, Reading/Composition and Grammar. Students are also encouraged to take electives as additional
“Special Interest” classes in which they can focus on their weak areas: pronunciation, conversation, American culture, TOEFL,
spelling, and others.  (continued, next page)
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The ILA.L.C. is a nationally accredited program with seventeen professional full-time instructors holding Master’s and Ph.D.
degreesin TESL and Linguistics. Its director, Pamela Duran, is an enthusiastic leader, always creating the best working conditions for
her faculty members that she possibly can. Just recently, she arranged a fully financed, special group trip for nine program
instructors to the TESOL 2007 convention in Seattle — thank you, Pam!

The I.LA.L.C. is an appealing and inspiring workplace where peers are friendly, kind and fun to be around. We enjoy learning from
each other, developing new materials and teaching techniques, exchanging innovative ideas and coordinating our class objectives. It
is a great place to grow professionally.

Teaching TipY UHai B dzg 3 Pl
by Diana Casey

Does it seem difficult to get interest up in your writing classes as the end of the term approaches?

Stimulating the creative juices of our young authors is a daunting task for even the most seasoned of teachers. Attimes
it seems that students want us to suggest all of the topics for development into assignments, yet their own creativity can
be primed with small, in-class writings that are fun and engaging. For this purpose, | regularly use the Haiku poem for all
levels of writing students. The form is easy to explain and fits wonderfully into a fifty-minute instructional period. First, |
give a rudimentary explanation of the form: a three-line verse, usually with a 5-7-5 syllable count for each poem.
Students like to practice counting English syllables even before selecting the topic for writing. Then | explain that the
poem should present a unified impression or "feeling"- something that elicits only one emotion, such as peace, sorrow,
or encouragement. | usually either create my own poem or quote an example haiku on the board before the students
begin to write one of their own. It is amazing what can be produced in a short class period even by beginning writers. At
times, the students will even provide an illustration for their poem. The idea that the form developed in Japan is also
intriguing to students. In the next issue, | will present some examples from my classes.

Example Haiku poetry:

Morning sun rises Fearful face of death

Dawn walks on, slowly forward Terror bubbles forth in blood
Early risers yawn. Life slowly drains out

l yy2dzy OSYSyiax A
GTESOL to Honor Senator Maria Cantwellé by John Segota (TESOL representative) v

TESOL will be recognizing Senator Maria Cantwell of Washington at the opening plenary of the 2007 Convention in Seattle. The
presentation will be held before an audience of 1,500 English language educators on Wednesday, March 21, 2007, at 11:30 am in
Room 4A of the Washington State Convention & Trade Center. Elected to U.S. Senate in 2000, Sen. Cantwell has been a strong
advocate and a respected leader in supporting language policy and immigration issues at both the state and national levels. A key
advocate for immigrants, Sen. Cantwell supports comprehensive immigration reform and has been instrumental in assisting
immigrant families at the local level.
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President
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Committee: Board Development, Finance, By-law
Constitution Review

Affiliation: Seattle Central Community College
Work Phone:206 587 5411
Email:yilsun@sccd.ctc.edu

TESOL Liaison

Ineza Kuceba
Affiliation: Renton Technical College
Email:ikuceba@juno.com

First Vice-President

Linda Louie

Committee: Conference Chair, Membership
Affiliation: Highline Community College
Email:llouie@highline.edu, artnlinda@comcast.net

Second Vice-President

Elena Smith

Committee: Grants/Professional Development
Affiliation: Washington State University, Intensive
American Language Center

Members at Large

Tsai En Cheng

Committee: SPICY, Publisher Liason, Nominating Email:essmith@wsu.edu

Affiliation: CISC-Seattle

Email:tsaienc@cisc-seattle.org Recording Secretary

Amal Mahmoud Charlotte Persons

Committee: SPICY(Chair), Conference Committee, Communications Committee: Conference

Affiliation: Highline Community College Affiliation: Lower Columbia College
Email:amahmoud@highline.edu Email: cpersons@yahoo.com, cpersons@Icc.ctc.edu
Shawna Shapiro Treasurer

Committee: Publications, Board Development, Website

Affiliation: University of Washington Naomi Elliott

Email: shawnashapiro@gmail.com Committee: K-12 Issues, Finance (Chair)

Maurea Maya Affl|l.atI0n: L?a H.|II Elementary
Committee: Publishers' Liason Email: naomieelliott@msn.com

Affiliation: Highline Community College
Email:mmaya@highline.edu

Diana Casey

Committee: Newsletter Co-Editor, Prof. Development, Publications, By-law
Constitution Review

Affiliation: Pierce College

Email:dcasey@pierce.ctc.edu w*
Teresa Espinosa AT [
Committee:K-12 Issues 1*;4.550}: &

Affiliation: Kent School District, Kentridge High School
Email:Teresa.Espinosa@kent.k12.wa.us
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Thank you for reading!

This page is reserved for the back cover of the paper copy.

If you would like a paper copy of this newsletter, please visit WAESOL® table at the TESOL Convention.




