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²ƘƛƭŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΣ ōŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ƭƛƴƪǎ ŦƻǊ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ 
the Resources tab.  The direct link to that is http://waesol.org/Resources/Links.html .  

Lƴ ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŜƳŜΣ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƻǊǎ ŀǎ !ŘǾƻŎŀǘŜǎΣ ƻǳǊ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ 
keynote speaker will be Hilary Stern, a former ESL teacher and the founding executive 
director of CASA Latina, a 14 year-old Seattle organization that educates and organizes 
the most recent and poorest immigrants from Latin America.  In 2007 Hilary Stern was 
featured in Seattle Magazine as one of the most influential people in Seattle.  I think 
that Hilary is a great example to us in the role we play as advocates for our students 
and what one person can do.  

Speaking of advocacy, help TESOL ensure that our voice is heard by Congress.  This is 
one way we as individuals can show our support.  I encourage you to help support 
resources for adult ESL and K-12 ESL educators.  Ask your members of Congress to co-
sponsor the Strengthening Communities through English and Integration Act.  This 
new bill introduced both in the House and Senate, will help immigrant communities 
become a more integral part of the American fabric and maximize their social and 
economic contributions. This bill, sponsored by Rep. Mike Honda (D-CA) in the House 
and Sen. Hillary Clinton (D-NY) in the Senate will: 

¶ Increase resources for adult education by codifying English literacy and civics adult 
education programs and creating a new appropriation for these programs.  
 

¶ Increase the authorization for Even Start Family Literacy programs to $350 million.   

¶  Make grant money available to states to establish New American Councils that bring 

together business, faith, civic, philanthropic, non-profit, and education stakeholders to 

Welcome to fall and a new school year!   

Register now and get ready for a really great 2008 
WAESOL Conference October 25th at Highline 
Community College!  We now have our Conference 
information on our website at www.waesol.org .  This 
year we have made it easy to register just by clicking on 
the conference link.  ²ŜΩǾŜ Ǉǳǘ ŀƭƭ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ 
registration and call for proposals online!  In addition to 
our inspiring sessions, we have engaging plenary 
speakers, panel discussions for K-12, and workshops 
with USCIS representatives for refugee and citizenship 
concerns.  .  

 

 

http://waesol.org/Resources/Links.html
http://www.waesol.org/
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ώtǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ [ŜǘǘŜǊΣ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘϐ 

¶ Create a $1,500 tax credit for teachers of English language learners and a deduction for their 
certification.  

¶ Create a 20% tax credit to employers that expend their resources to provide English language 
instruction and GED training.  

¶ Make grant money available to states to establish New American Councils that bring together 
business, faith, civic, philanthropic, non-profit, and education stakeholders to create and 
implement immigrant integration programs. 

 You can easily participate in this Action Alert and write to your member of Congress through the links on the 
TESOL website www.tesol.org and clicking on the "Advocacy Alerts" link, as well as "Advocacy Resources," 
under "Issues."  ̧ ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ¢9{h[ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎΦ   

On a more local level, now is the time to get involved.  There are many ways you can do this.  You are 
welcome to attend a board meeting ς ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƻ all members.  Submit a proposal or volunteer for the 
conference; write an article for the newsletter, or submit your name on the ballot for the WAESOL Board. 
The WAESOL Board currently has an opening for Secretary.  We welcome your comments and suggestions 
and look forward to seeing you October 25 at Highline Community College.  Register early and tell your 
friends! See you soon!  

Your WAESOL President,  
Linda Louie  

 
ǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅ 
 

 
WAESOLõs Going Green!!!   

 
Your WAESOL Board has voted unanimously to reduce our paper consumption by 
making our newsletter electronic only, except for the yearly pre-conference issue.  
If you did not receive this newsletter previously via email, please check with us to 
make sure that we have your correct email address.   If you have any questions or 
concerns, please email info@waesol.org.  

Linda is an adjunct ESL instructor for Highline Community College and teaches ESL/Citizenship for the 
Center for Career Alternatives, a nonprofit organization in Seattle. 

 

http://www.tesol.org/
mailto:info@waesol.org
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Greetings to all you WAESOL members! 
 
Now that all are back in classes and settled into our teaching, mentoring, and administrative roles, we are 
proud to deliver to you the fall issue of WAESOL World. In this pre-conference newsletter, we have 
gathered all of the information that you will need to have a successful professional development day. In 
addition, you will enjoy reading our feature article on helping students realize their dreams and goals with 
the help of a caring teacher. Then, we also received a response to the Ms. Amos article on prescriptive 
grammar (from the June issue), and another quiz on Russian culture. And a report from our TESOL Liaison, 
Dr.Yilin Sun, arrived to let us know what she was doing this summer. Even though many of us may have 
been out of school for our annual vacations, it seems everyone has still been staying quite busy. Please 
take the time now to carefully read this issue of the World as there is information on travel grants and 
awards along with all the advice you will need to enjoy the annual conference. Also, notice the Conference 
Overview page to get an idea of what is prepared for you. 
 
  All of us on the WAESOL Board are anxiously looking forward to this upcoming October 25 conference on 
Advocacy for Students at Highline Community College. Currently, we have nearly one hundred members 
registered to attend, so do not miss out. Join us for a professionally rewarding day and learn how you can 
be even more effective at helping students who are learning English. And please offer to volunteer on your 
Board and cast your vote for new Board members on Oct.25th.  At last, please give us feedback on what 
you find of value in the quarterly newsletter, and what we can improve upon to make your paper more 
useful to you. 
 
Sincerely,   
Diana Casey 
WAESOL World editor 
dcasey@pierce.ctc.edu       
****************************************************************** ********************  

 
 

WAESOL is accepting nominations for the  
Sally  Wellman  Teaching Award , a prestigious recognition of a professional in 
the ESL/EFL field.   The award will be presented at our upcoming conference on 

October 25th. 
 

Send your letters of recommendation by October 10 th  to Elena Smith at 
essmith@wsu.edu, and put the words "WAESOL Award" in the email subject line.  

 
For more information please go to www.waesol.org. 

mailto:dcasey@pierce.ctc.edu
mailto:essmith@wsu.edu
http://www.waesol.org/
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 WAESOL NEWSLETTER ADVERTISING RATES 
Effective 2008 

 

 Full Page 
(per issue) 

½ page 
(per issue) 

Single Run Ad $175 $100 

2 Consecutive Ads $135 $85 

3 Consecutive Ads $120 $75 

4 Consecutive Ads $100 $65 

 
To receive the consecutive run discount, ad space must be requested in advance, and the total 
amount must be paid in advance. 
 
We accept all kinds of ads, and all formats are welcome -- .pdf, .jpeg ï as long as we can open them.  
However, only advertisements related to the teaching of English or support for our field will be 
considered for publication.  Non-profits can contact us by web for further information. 
                                        
Deadlines:                    (Published) 
 May 25th   Summer Issue (June) 
 Sept 1st   Fall Issue (October) 
 Dec 1st  Winter Issue (Dec) 
 Mar 1st  Spring Issue (April) 
 
Send completed ad request form and attached ad materials to Diana Casey at 
dcasey@pierce.ctc.edu. But please make the check payable to WAESOL, and mail the check and 
a copy of the ad request form to: 
 
    Naomi Elliott 
    P.O. Box 66110 

           Burien, WA  98146 
 

You will be sent a receipt from WAESOL after your ad request form, ad materials and check have 
been received.  If you have any specific questions about the newsletter format, please call Diana 
Casey, WAESOL Newsletter Editor, at (253) 964-6246 or email her at dcasey@pierce.ctc.edu.   
 

 
Thank you!  J 

mailto:dcasey@pierce.ctc.edu
mailto:dcasey@pierce.ctc.edu
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      Conference brochure, registration, and 

other information available at  

http://waesol.org   

 

* *Traveling more than 100 miles?   

Visit the website to apply for a  

$150 conference travel grant!! 
 

http://waesol.org/
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 WAESOL 2008 Conference Overview  

(more details available at http://waesol.org/ )  

 
   7:00-4:00 

 
wŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ tǳōƭƛǎƘŜǊǎΩ 9ȄƘƛōƛǘǎ 
( in the Student Union, Mt. Constance & Olympus) 

   7:00-8:00 /ƻŦŦŜŜ ŀƴŘ .ŀƎŜƭǎ ƛƴ tǳōƭƛǎƘŜǊǎΩ 9ȄƘƛōƛǘ !ǊŜŀ  

 
8:00-8:10 

(Student Union) 

 
²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ά9ŘǳŎŀǘƻǊǎ ŀǎ !ŘǾƻŎŀǘŜǎΥ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ hǳǊ ²ƻǊƭŘέ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ  
   Linda Louie, President; Elena Smith, Amal Mahmoud, Jennifer Granger de Huerta,  
     Co-Chairs of Conference Planning Team  

 
8:15-8:55  

(Student Union) 

 
Hilary Stern ς Plenary 
 άA Dream Deferred: Immigration in the Twenty-First Centuryέ 
 

     
    8:55-9:25 

 
Coffee Break with Publishers 

 
    9:30 ς 10:15 

 
Session I (see website for session titles)  

11:15 ς 11:45 
(Student Union) 

 
Lunch, Interest Groups & Publishers' Exhibit  (Student Union Building) 
 

11:45 ς 12:30 
(Student Union) 

 
Annual Business Meeting ς Linda Louie 
 Travel Grant Award and Sally Wellman Memorial Teaching Award - Elena Smith 
άStudent Success Storiesέ- former students 

12:30 ς 1:20 
  
Keynote: Planaria Price 
 ά¢ƻƻƭǎ ƻŦ !ŘǾƻŎŀŎȅΥ /ǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ {ŎŀŦŦƻƭŘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ 9[[ [ŜŀǊƴŜǊǎέ 

 
1:30 ς 2:15 

 
Session   III (see website for session titles) 

 
2:25 ς 3:10 

 
Session  IV (see website for session titles) 

       
     3:20 ς 4:05 

 
Session V (see website for session titles) 

 4:10 ς 4:40 
 
tǳōƭƛǎƘŜǊǎΩ wŜŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tǳōƭƛǎƘŜǊΩǎ !ǊŜŀ 

 
4:40 - 5:00 tǳōƭƛǎƘŜǊǎΩ wŀŦŦƭŜ.  Conference adjourns at 5:00pm 

http://waesol.org/
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Reflection: Educators as Advocates       

David Cowan, Peninsula College                                                  
ǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅ 
 
Educators as Advocates 

¶ What is advocacy in our role as educators of ESL 
students?  

¶ How can we effectively advocate for ESL 
students? 

¶ How is advocacy for ESL students applied to the 
curriculum?  

¶ How can advocacy help students reach their 
goals outside of school? 

 
Educators should be advocates for ESL students until 
they become advocates for themselves. Our role is 
political in the sense that we help students reach goals 
that affect positive changes in their lives. Students rely 
upon our judgment in prescribing curriculum, but more 
importantly, they depend upon us to assist them in 
decisions that impact their lives outside of school.  If we 
realize our role goes beyond teaching English, then we 
ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ŎƭŀǎǎΦ 
Yet, we may not realize the necessity of being included 
in their lives until there is a crisis that requires 
immediate attention and intervention.  Let me explain 
some circumstances that have occurred with students 
that made me realize how important it is to become an 
advocate. 
 
If we define advocacy as acting on behalf of another to 
provide assistance with complex problems, then we 
have expanded our role from educator to advocate. We 
are advocates when we help students become effective 
participants instead of  merely clients of society while 
they learn to communicate in English. Students need to 
understand that ignorance of the law is not a justifiable 
excuse for illegal actions such as child abuse, improper 
vehicle title transfer, or violation of work place policies. 
Students can become informed and understand policies 
that impact their lives if they are given an opportunity 
ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ ƘŜƭǇΦ  
Students need to recognize their personal liabilities 
when interacting with public agencies such as schools, 
banks, courts, DSHS, and the INS. 

 
In our role as educators, we must assist students in 
understanding how to maneuver through government 
offices, educational systems, banking, health care, and 
workplace systems. Students need to understand how 
to fill out forms to access health care, to make use of 
the internet to contact the INS, to apply for auto 
insurance, and to know how to properly transfer vehicle 
ǘƛǘƭŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ {ŜƭƭŜǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘΦ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ 
understand the importance of credit, credit card use, 
and banking systems. 
 
Foreign brides need to know that spousal abuse is not 
tolerated in the USA. They need to know how abuse is 
defined, and what to do if it occurs. Students need to 
know how to deal with legal issues that require them to 
go to court. They need to know how to obtain legal 
ŎƻǳƴǎŜƭ ƻǊ άǇǊƻ-ōƻƴƻέ ƭŀǿȅŜǊǎΦ ²Ŝ cannot expect that 
students will have knowledge or access in solving legal 
issues without our assistance. 
 
 
During the last academic year, it became apparent to 
me that we have political decisions to make regarding 
curriculum. Ultimately, we are responsible for state and 
federal gains indicated by CASAS post tests, but if what 
we are doing in the classroom does not directly transfer 
to real life, then perhaps the only gains we see are on 
paper. Although we are held accountable for student 
assessment, we should also realize our accountability 
goes beyond CASAS post tests. Students are relying on 
us to help them with complex issues that immediately 
impact their daily lives. Consequently, we should use 
ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜƭǇ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ 
regarding those issues. Inevitably, we will meet 
assessment criteria and federal standards if we address 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳΦ 
 
One example of advocacy that affected positive change 
ƛƴ ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǿƘƻ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ¦{5! ǎŜƭŦ- 
help, low income housing program. Last year, a student 
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expressed the desire to buy a house. Although he had 
employment, he did not have credit; consequently, the 
bank was not willing to finance a loan without a credit 
rating. Therefore, he had to establish credit by buying a 
secured credit card. The next year he successfully 
applied for a USDA loan, and built his own home in 
fifteen months.  His success was a phenomenal 
achievement considering the fact that he had been in 
the USA for only six years, and did not speak English 
upon his arrival. His success as a new home owner 
inspired other immigrant students to inquire into the 
subsidized USDA low income housing loans.  
 
Ironically, after working as an ESL teacher for more than 
twenty years, I finally realized the significance of what 

advocacy means, and how it can be applied in the 
ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳΦ !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ L ƘŀŘ ǊŜŀŘ tŀǳƭƻ CǊŜƛǊŜΩǎΣ Pedagogy 
of the Oppressed, and essentially agreed with his 
premise that education either supports or opposes the 
άǎǘŀǘǳǎ ǉǳƻέΣ L ǿŀǎ not sure how his theories could be 
directly applied in the ESL classroom. However, after 
helping one family realize their dream of buying a 
house, it became absolutely clear to me that advocacy 
ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƪŜȅ ǘƻ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘƛƴƎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǾƻƛŎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
curriculuƳΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ άŎƻƴǎŎƛŜƴǘƛȊŀŎŀƻΣέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ 
learning to perceive social, political, and economic 
contradictions and to take action against them, became 
a reality when the Chinese family moved from public 
housing into their own home.  
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